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2015 Reunion
The 2015 reunion of the 300th in Tyler, Texas
Oct. 2-4 was a big success. Even though the
overall attendance was down somewhat this
year, the reunion saw new faces and many old
friends. Seven veterans of the 300th attended
including Roy Welchel who attended his first
reunion ever. Roy’s granddaughter, Raquel,
found the 300th web site earlier this year and
discovered a reference to her grandfather. Roy
attended the reunion with his wife and
granddaughter where he met veteran Don
Richter who was greatly surprised to see his
buddy and truck driver of Company B from 70
years ago. Roy survived the sinking of LST
523 and returned to the unit. At the reunion, he
remembered the sinking with veteran Homer
Garrett who also was injured in the sinking of
LST 523.

Fall 2015

After being with these men I have a much
better understanding of the 300th and what
they did.

In a brief ceremony, Don Richter, on behalf of
the 300th, presented special certificates to Jan
Ross and Brad Peters. In part, Jan’s read:
“With a feeling of genuine thanks for her great
efforts and using her rare abilities in writing,
interviewing, promotion and cajolement…”
Brad’s, in part, read: “With a feeling of
genuine thanks for his great efforts and using
his rare abilities in writing, editing, scanning
and production.” Both certificates stated: “We
hereby bestow upon you Honorary
Membership in our 300th Engineer Combat
Battalion WWII where you will continue to be
responsible for keeping safe and expanding all
memories and stories of the men of the
battalion.” Jan and Brad accepted the
Lynne Cook also found a reference on the web recognition with thanks and as a challenge for
site to her grandfather, Clifford Alexander,
the future.
who was killed in the sinking of LST 523. She
learned that 300th veteran Billie Byers lived
Dave Berry is the retired editor of the Tyler
near her in Oklahoma and visited Billie with
Morning Telegraph. His Focal Point column
her father. Billie knew Clifford and also his
runs every Wednesday in the paper. He
wife. He remembered that after the war
attended the reunion this year to research a
Clifford’s wife would never acknowledge his story about the 300th. He had previously
death saying, “I know he is alive and will be
published a story about Tyler residents, Homer
coming home.” Lynne wrote to Jan and Brad Garrett and Chuck Bice, their friendship over
after the reunion saying, “I had an amazing
many years, and their time with the 300th. His
time and can’t thank you enough for starting
Focal Point column of October 14 is
that process by starting the web site. Had I not reproduced here with permission in the insert.
found the web site to start with, none of this
would have happened. Words can’t express.

Top, left to right: Chuck Bice, Roy Welchel, Billie Byers, “Cowboy” Morris and Homer Garrett. Below: left to right,
front, the veterans are: Thomas Lakey, Chuck Bice, “Cowboy” Morris, Homer Garrett and Don Richter.
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of the water. The water was very cold.
A life boat came by with three sailors in it and
they threw me a rope. My hands were so cold
that I couldn’t hold on. I told them to put a
loop in the rope and throw it back to me. They
did and I caught it and was able to get the loop
around me. They pulled me into the life boat
and then I passed out. When I got to the beach
they took me to a tent hospital. The first thing
the Sergeant asked me, “Do you want a cup of
Roy Welchel, left, and Don Richter enjoy a reunion 70 years after hot coffee?” I said, “If it is all the same could I
they served together in Europe. See Don’s story on page 4 and
have some of that scotch whiskey?” They put
that powder-like stuff in my wounds and
Roy Welchel Recollections
I was drafted from Oklahoma City when I was dressed them. I was hit with shrapnel in the
19 years old. I had seven days before I was to right side of my neck and back. I was in the
report. I caught the train at Amber, Oklahoma hospital two or three days and returned to my
and went to Fort Sill in Laughton, Oklahoma. I unit as a truck driver.
was to watch the bulletin board for orders. I
received them and I was to report to Camp
We built a bridge over a river and the Germans
White in Oregon. I went to Camp White and
blew it up three times. The second time we
th
was assigned to the 300 Combat Engineers. went across the bridge I made it to the German
When I completed basic training, I was
side. I could hear the Germans talking and
assigned as a truck driver. After basic training, then they blew the bridge. What was I going to
I left on a ship and went to England for my
do? How could I get back? I dug me a fox hole
combat training to build bridges and laying
under the truck and hid. I had to hide out until
mines.
our men built the bridge back. I finally heard
my Sergeant yell, “Come across Welchel” and
We left England and went to the beaches at
Illustration by Tracy Sugarman.
Normandy for the invasion in June
of ’44. The name of the ship we
were on was LST 523. It was blown
up by a mine in the water just before
we were going to land on the beach.
The ship was blown in half and was
sinking fast. We were told to get off
the ship so I jumped off the ship and
I think I landed on a man in the
water. I was swimming and there
was all kinds of debris, duffle bags
were floating but I could not hold
onto them. There were no floating
devices that would keep me on top
3

awoke the other men telling them of the crash
and we all began giving emergency aid as best
we could until ambulances arrived. Roy and I
both recalled all of this and that it was well
into the day before our truck was replaced by
Blackie Brashear in his big Diamond T truck
which served as Third Squad truck for a week
or more before a proper replacement was
secured.

Don Richter Remembers Roy Welchel
We enjoyed the reunion and being with our old
friends of the 300th and meeting some new
ones. Visiting with Roy Welchel was really a
special delight for me. I just wish that we
could have been able to spend more time
together. I recall him being truck driver for
Company B, Third Platoon, Third Squad, the
very tail end of all Company B convoys and
trying to keep up and then coming to a
screeching halt. We both recalled moving on a
dark night under blackout conditions while
moving from the Carentan area toward St. Lo
when we suddenly came upon the vehicle in
front of us. When it came to a sudden stop, our
truck crashed into the back end causing a bad
leak in our radiator resulting in Third Squad
camping in bed rolls around the truck.

Passings
Larris Duhon of Sidell, Louisanna passed on
July 12, 2015. He served in the 300th and
received a Purple Heart for his injuries in the
sinking of LST 523.
Rosemary McAlexander passed just before the
reunion in Tyler. The wife of Bill
McAlexander, she was a stalwart in attending
the reunions and making sure Bill made it to
the reunions even when he was incapacitated.
We will all miss both of them.

Another convoy of trucks carrying infantry
replacements approached us from the rear. A
truck was driving with only blackout lights
and trying to keep up with the convoy. The
driver lost control of his vehicle when he
suddenly came upon our disabled truck parked
on the side of the highway turning it over in
the ditch spilling his load of infantrymen and
their gear out into the ditch and a field along
side. I was on guard at the time and quickly

Kal Lewis passed recently. We (Jan and Brad)
are sad upon his passing. We will miss him
especially as he was the only man of the 300th
who knew Jan’s father in the war and served
with him in water purification. He shared with
us stories about Jan’s father’s precise work to
have potable water available for the troops at
the front. For many years he related his
experiences in the war to schoolchildren in the
communities where he lived.

300th Quarterly is a newsletter for and

about the 300th Combat Engineers in WWII
and their families and friends.

Audrey, thank you for sharing Kal with us.
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Thank you again to veterans of the 300th,
their families and friends, who have shared
photographs, recollections, financial support
and encouragement that have made
continuation of the web site and the 300th
Quarterly newsletter possible.
Jan and Brad
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